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Harwich  Port  Health  Authority 


Harwich,  March,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946;  this 
is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  210/46. 

After  being  closed  to  general  trade  for  a period  of  six  years  the  Port  was 
re-opened  for  trade  with  Holland  on  the  14th  November,  1945,  and  the 
Harwich-Esbjerg  Route  came  into  operation  the  following  month.  A brief 
summary  of  the  trade  of  the  Port  during  the  last  two  months  of  1945  is 
presented  along  with  this  Annual  Report. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Health  of  the  Port  was  excellent;  one  suspected 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  discovered  but  the  diagnosis  of  this  was  not 
confirmed. 

The  trade  of  the  Port  has  increased  throughout  the  year  and  regular 
services  have  been  maintained  between  Harwich  and  The  Hook  of  Holland, 
Esbjerg,  Antwerp  and  Rotterdam  (Summer  Service).  In  addition,  the 
Train  Ferry  between  Harwich  and  Zeebrugge  re-opened  on  16th  August, 
1946. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  ships  carrying  Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port 
of  Harwich  was  643.  The  number  for  1938  was  1,453.  The  number  of 
Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port  during  the  year  was  51,203  of  whom  5,006  were 
submitted  to  detailed  medical  examination.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
previous  years  are: — 


Year 

Aliens  landed 

Examined 

1933 

72,467 

3,991 

1934 

78,628 

2,395 

1935 

80,639 

2,031 

1936 

91,406 

2,790 

1937 

97,990 

2,952 

1938 

103,631 

6,009 

1939 

87,030  (9  months) 

24,221 

1945 

3,880  (2  months) 

2,185 

1946 

51,203 

5,503 

After  having  given  many  years  of  faithful  service  as  Nurse  Attendant, 
Miss  Oxenham  felt  obliged  to  terminate  her  duties  on  31st  March,  1946. 
It  is  felt  that  an  appreciation  of  the  exemplary  way  she  carried  out  her 
duties  in  all  weathers  should  be  placed  on  record.  Mrs.  Lavinia  G.  Clark 
and  Mrs.  Joan  Garnham  were  appointed  to  the  positions  of  Female  Assistant 
and  Deputy  Female  Assistant  respectively,  and  commenced  duty  on  1st 
April,  1946. 

During  the  year  the  Port  was  visited  by  Dr.  M.  U.  Wilson  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Health,  on  two  occasions,  24th  June,  1946,  and  16th  August,  1946. 

Full  statistical  information  of  the  work  of  the  Port,  including  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  together  with  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
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the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations  are  found  in  the  body  of  the 
Report.  This  opportunity  is  taken  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  Mr.  Lomas,  the  Chief  Inspector  and  his  staff. 

Mr.  Peacock  recommenced  duties  on  demobilisation  in  October,  1945, 
and  Mr.  Lomas  rejoined  the  Staff  on  1st  January,  1946.  As  the  work  of  the 
Port  increased  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  a Third  Inspector,  and 
Mr.  O.  Griffiths  was  appointed  and  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  July,  1946. 

The  cordial  relations  between  the  Customs  Department,  the  Immigration 
Department,  the  L.N.E.R.,  the  United  Shipping  Co.  and  the  Zeeland 
Shipping  Co.  have  been  maintained.  A satisfactory  liaison  has  also  been 
established  with  the  Ministry  of  War  Transport  Officials  controlling  the 
B.A.O.R.  Troopship  Service.  Without  such  relationship  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  work  of  the  Port  to  be  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PORT  OF  HARWICH. 

By  a general  order  dated  30th  June,  1899,  and  Section  II,  the  limits  of 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Port  are  given  as  follows: — Article  10.  ‘The  jurisdiction 
of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall  extend  to  the  whole  of  the  Customs 
Port  of  Harwich,  except  so  much  as  lies  to  the  sea-ward  of  a straight  line 
drawn  from  the  most  southerly  point  of  Landguard  Point  to  the  sea-ward 
extremity  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Borough  of  Harwich  and  with  that 
exception  the  area  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
shall  include  the  waters  of  the  said  Port,  and  all  docks,  basins,  harbours, 
creeks,  rivers,  channels,  bays,  roads  and  streams  with  the  said  Port,  and  the 
place  or  places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  the  Customs 
Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for  the  said  Port,  and  the  place  or  places  for  the 
time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring,  or  anchoring  of  the  ships  for  the  said 
Port,  under  any  regulations,  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  disease  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Statutes  in  that  behalf,  and  for  the  purpose  of  any 
such  Regulations  as  aforesaid  shall  also  extend  to  any  ship  which,  in  pursuance 
thereof,  or  of  any  directions  given  hereunder,  shall  be  moored  or  anchored 
at  the  place  appointed  thereunder  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way 
thither.’  This  district  extends  to  a straight  line  from  Shotley  Spit  Buoy 
to  Flagborough  Cliff  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Orwell,  also  to  Tidal  waters 
in  the  River  Stour,  which  includes  Mistley  Quay. 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  VESSELS. 

PARKESTON  QUAY. 

The  chief  accommodation  for  vessels  is  at  Parkeston  Quay. 

This  is  situated  a little  over  a mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  River.  It  is 
4,400  feet  in  length,  and  can  receive  11  boats  of  an  average  length  of  400 
feet.  At  High  Tide  it  can  berth  ships  drawing  a draught  of  26  feet  of  water. 
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A portion  of  Parkeston  Quay  was  de-requisitioned  by  H.M.  Navy  and 
handed  back  to  the  L.N.E.  Railway  Company  in  November,  1945.  At 
present  the  L.N.E.R.  occupy  1,500  feet  at  the  East  end,  H.M.  Navy  1,350 
feet  Centre  portion,  and  the  Ministry  of  Transport  (for  B.A.O.R.  Leave 
Ships)  1,550  feet  at  the  West  end. 

The  L.N.E.R.  and  the  United  Shipping  Company  disembark  their 
passengers  and  discharge  their  cargo  at  this  Quay. 

MISTLEY  QUAY. 

This  is  a small  Quay  situate  some  miles  up  the  River  Stour.  It  can 
give  berth  to  vessels  up  to  150  feet  in  length,  14  feet  draught,  and  600  tons 
burden.  This  Quay  is  used  mainly  by  sprit  sail  barges  carrying  cargo  for 
the  use  of  Brooks  (Mistley)  Ltd.,  and  Free  Rodwell’s  malting  works  situated 
near  the  Quay. 


FELIXSTOWE  DOCK. 

This  is  a small  Dock  situate  close  to  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  which 
gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  450  feet  in  length,  23  feet  draught,  and 
8,000  tons  burden.  This  is  at  present  used  only  by  small  coasters  and 
barges  carrying  wheat  to  Messrs.  Marriage’s  Flour  Mills. 

CONTINENTAL  PIER,  HARWICH. 

This  is  a small  Quay,  situate  at  the  entrance  to  the  River  Stour,  which 
gives  accommodation  to  vessels  of  18  feet  draught  of  water,  and  from  800 
to  1,000  tons  burden. 


TRAIN  FERRY. 

The  Train  Ferry  boats  have  their  own  specially  constructed  pier,  which 
lies  to  the  west  of  the  Harwich  Pier. 

HARWICH  STEAM-BOAT  PIER. 

This  is  a small  Pier — the  property  of  the  L.  & N.  E.  Railway,  used  by 
small  steam-and  motor-boats  engaged  in  passenger  service  between  Harwich, 
Felixstowe  and  Shotley.  The  local  shrimping  and  fishing  boats  are  also  based 
at  Harwich,  and  a small  Quay  at  the  Gas  Works  is  used  by  small  vessels 
carrying  coal. 


TRADE  OF  THE  PORT. 

The  trade  of  the  Port  consists  of  general  cargo  of  all  kinds,  and  includes 
a large  quantity  of  foodstuffs. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

The  total  number  of  Aliens  entering  the  Port  was  51,203.  The  number 
of  Aliens  who  were  given  a detailed  medical  examination  was  5,503. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  refuse  any  Alien  leave  to  land  for  medical 
reasons. 
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PILOTAGE. 

All  ships  entering  the  Port  are  required  to  do  so  in  charge  of  a British 
Pilot,  unless  exempt  under  the  Pilotage  By-Laws.  Ships  arriving  from 
any  foreign  Port  situated  between  the  River  Elbe  and  the  Port  of  Brest  may 
enter  the  Port  of  Harwich  without  producing  a declaration  of  health,  but  all 
other  ships  from  foreign  are  required  to  furnish  this  declaration. 

The  local  Pilots  have  full  instructions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted 
when  a case  of  doubtful  infectious  disease  is  reported  to  them,  and  the 
situation  of  the  Quarantine  Station  in  the  Harbour  is  known  to  them  all. 

QUARANTINE  STATION. 

The  Quarantine  Station  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a line  drawn  from 
Flagborough  Cliff  to  the  River  Steamers  Pier,  Harwich,  and  on  the  south  by 
a line  drawn  from  Martello  Tower  to  the  Coast  Guard  Station,  Harwich. 

IMPORTATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  majority  of  the  ships  which  enter  the  Port  convey  passengers  from 
Belgium,  Holland  and  Scandinavia,  and  consideration  has,  therefore,  to  be 
given  the  risk  of  the  importation  of  infectious  disease  from  Countries  which 
have  a greatly  depleted  health  service  as  a result  of  recent  hostilities. 

All  passengers  landing  are  supplied  with  an  appropriate  card  requesting 
them,  should  suggestive  symptoms  develop,  to  seek  at  once  medical  opinion. 
As  far  as  possible  all  the  passengers  on  these  ships  are  medically  inspected 
and  the  ships  themselves  periodically  examined. 

One  case  of  suspected  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  crew  of  a B.A.O.R. 
Troopship  was  reported,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Ipswich  Borough  Council  for 
the  latter  to  take  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  brought  into  the  Port  of 
Harwich.  The  case  of  suspected  Scarlet  Fever  referred  to  above  was  the 
only  case  to  be  removed  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  VESSELS. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
Port.  Details  are  given  on  a later  page. 

CLEANSING  STATION. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  have  an  agreement  with  the  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Harwich  whereby  they  may  have  the  use  of  their  Cleansing 
Station  for  dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  This 
Cleansing  Station  has  two  rooms  and  a bathroom,  and  there  is  a Thresh 
Disinfector  in  good  working  order  attached. 

Accommodation  for  sleeping  at  the  Cleansing  station  can  be  provided 
if  required.  It  is  within  easy  distance  of  the  Quay.  During  the  year  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  cleanse  or  disinfect  any  person. 
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PSITTACOSIS. 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Imports)  Regulations,  1930,  are  still  in 
force  and  during  the  year  1946  permission  to  land  one  parrot  was  refused. 
The  Health  Authority  enforces  the  Regulations  Section  4 and  5 which  state 
as  follows: — 

Section  4.  A person  shall  not  import  any  parrot*  into  England  or  Wales 
whether  for  sale  or  otherwise. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  any  parrot  which  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  medical  or 
veterinary  research,  or  which  is  consigned  to  the  Zoological  Society  of 
London,  or  to  a person  for  the  time  being  specially  authorised  by  the  Minister 
(Health)  to  import  parrots  otherwise  than  for  sale. 

Section  5.  The  Master  of  every  ship  approaching  any  port  shall,  if 
he  has  reason  to  believe  that  a parrot  is  on  board,  bring  these  regulations 
to  the  notice  of  the  person  having  the  custody  or  control  of  the  parrot  and 
shall  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  notify  the  proper  Officer  of 
Customs  and  Excise  accordingly. 

* ‘Parrot’  means  a bird  of  the  order  Psittaciformes  and  includes  any  of  the  birds 
commonly  called  parrots,  parrakeets,  love-birds,  macaws,  cockatoos,  conures,  caiques, 
lories  and  lorikeets. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  is  a V.D.  Clinic  at  the  Harwich  Borough’s  Health  Department, 
which  is  under  the  care  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  A satisfactory  contact 
is  maintained  with  the  members  of  the  crews  using  the  Port  and  arrangements 
are  made  whereby  members  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  are  dealt  with  at  any 
convenient  times  at  the  Clinic  (apart  from  the  regular  sessions  thereof). 

In  compliance  with  Regulation  33B  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations 
every  effort  is  made  to  trace  the  sources  of  infection  and  other  contacts  when 
these  are  believed  to  be  in  this  country.  It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  it  is 
often  impossible  to  inaugurate  any  similar  procedure  when  the  source  of 
infection  is  stated  to  have  been  on  the  continent. 
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TABLE  B.  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1946. 

No.  of  Passengers  : — 

Inwards  98,288 

Outwards  . . . . . . . . . . 105,092 


TABLE  B.l.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 
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Suffering 
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acute 
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incapacitated. 
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idiot 

or 
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to  detailed 
examination 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector. 

5,503 

Number 
Inspected 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector. 

co 
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Total. 

51,203 

237 

51,440 

(a)  Total  number  of 
Aliens  landing  at 
the  Port  . . 

( b ) Aliens  refused  per- 
mission to  land 
b y Immigration 
Officer  . . 

(c)  Transmigrants  . . 

Total  Aliens  arriving 
at  the  Port 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  . . . . . . . . 643  (including  B.A.O.R.). 

Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  . . . . . . 502 

♦Applicable  only  to  Ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens. 
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TABLE  C. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during  the  year. 
Passengers.  Crew. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  previous 

5 years. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

TABLE  D. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during  the  year. 
Passengers.  Crew. 

No.  of  Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  previous 

5 years. 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  and 
Food  Inspector 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Harwich  Port  Health  A uthority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  1946. 

SERVICES. 

Harwich — Hook  of  Holland.  ( Passenger  and  Cargo.) 

A daily  service,  with  the  exception  of  Sunday  sailing,  is  now  in  operation. 
Vessels  arriving  at  Parkeston  Quay  at  6.00  a.m. 

Harwich — Esbjerg.  { Passenger  and  Cargo.) 

A thrice  weekly  service  is  maintained,  vessels  arriving  between  2.00 
p.m.  and  7.00  p.m.,  with  occasional  cargo  boats  being  brought  into  service  as 
necessary. 

Harwich — Antwerp.  {Passenger  and  Cargo.) 

A twice  weekly  service  is  carried  out  on  this  route,  vessels  arriving  at 
6.00  a.m.  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

Harwich — Rotterdam.  {Cargo  Service.) 

This  service  is  now  in  operation  with  two  arrivals  per  week. 

Harwich — Zeebrugge.  {Cargo  Service  Train  Ferry.) 

At  present  one  Train  Ferry  is  in  operation,  making  about  ten  trips 
per  month. 
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Harwich — Flushing.  ( Cargo  Service .) 

Pre-War  a Passenger  and  Cargo  Service  was  maintained  from  Flushing. 
This  has  not  yet  been  restored,  but  a Cargo  Service  was  re-introduced  on 
November  15th,  1946,  with  two  arrivals  weekly. 

B.A.O.R.  Troopships. 

The  Ministry  of  War  Transport  runs  a daily  troopship  service  between 
Harwich — Hook  of  Holland.  This  has  recently  been  reduced  from  two 
sailings  nightly  to  one,  the  fleet  of  vessels  being  reduced  from  seven  to  three. 

Although  it  has  been  ruled  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  the  Port 
Health  Authority  has  no  control  over  these  vessels,  courtesy  visits  have  been 
paid  and  assistance  given  when  required. 

Port  Sanitary  Administration. 

Regular  Inspections  have  been  carried  out  on  all  vessels  using  the  Port. 
The  accommodation  for  crews  and  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  vessels 
in  general  were  mainly  satisfactory.  The  sanitary  defects  discovered  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities  and  rectified.  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  serve  Notices  for  these  defects,  verbal  notification 
to  the  Officers  concerned  having  the  desired  effect. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  three  defects  were  outstanding.  These  were: — 

s.s.  Sheringham — Provision  of  clothes  lockers  for  crew — These  are  on 
order. 

m.s.  Kronsprins  Frederik — Necessary  measures  to  prevent  condensation  in 
crew’s  ablutions  and  structural  defects  in  crew’s  quarters. — This  work  will 
be  carried  out  when  the  vessel  goes  into  Dock  in  January,  1947. 

s.s.  Essex  Ferry — Defects  in  heating  of  crew’s  quarters  and  leaks  in  deckhead 
of  crew’s  quarters. — The  vessel  is  at  present  held  up  in  Antwerp  with 
rudder  trouble. 

Suggestions  were  made  to  L.N.E.R.  for  the  improvement  of  crew’s 
accommodation  on  s.s.  Sheringham  with  regards  to  ventilation  and  improved 
ablutions  and  baths.  These  were  agreed  to  and  carried  out. 

A heavy  cockroach  infestation  on  s.s.  Sheringham  has  been  successfully 
dealt  with  by  the  application  of  Gammexane  Dust  D.034.  The  L.N.E.R. 
are  now  stocking  this  insecticide  for  use  on  their  vessels  as  required. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  for  shipping  and  the  Port  is  supplied  by  the  Tendring 
Hundred  Waterworks  Coy. 

A slight  contamination  was  discovered  on  the  m.s.  Empire  Wansbeck — 
a B.A.O.R.  Troopship — earlier  in  the  year.  This  was  discovered  to  be 
Diesel  Oil  which  had  penetrated  the  hydrant  chambers  on  the  Quay,  during 
pumping  into  oil-burning  vessels.  Every  precaution  is  now  taken  to  prevent 
this  re-occurring.  Representation  was  also  made  to  the  L.N.E.R.  and  the 
hydrant  chambers  have  now  been  built  up  and  provided  with  proper  covers, 
also  new  hoses  provided  to  run  water  into  vessels. 

The  only  water-boats  in  use  at  the  Port  are  those  used  for  supplying 
vessels  of  H.M.  Navy,  and  do  not  come  under  our  control. 
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Rodent  Control  and  Measures. 

Harwich  is  not  an  Approved  Port  for  the  issue  of  De-Ratisation  Certi- 
ficates under  the  International  Sanitary  Convention.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  L.N.E.  Railway  Co.  that  Certificates  will  be  obtained  for 
their  vessels  when  they  go  into  dock  at  Immingham  for  overhaul.  Danish 
and  Dutch  vessels  obtain  their  Certificates  in  their  own  countries. 

The  only  vessel  using  the  Port  which  does  not  carry  a valid  De-Ratisation 
Certificate  is  the  s.s.  Prague.  This  was  the  only  vessel  the  L.N.E.  Railway 
Co.  had  left  after  the  War  to  open  and  continue  the  regular  service  to  the 
Hook  of  Holland.  This  vessel  has  been  running  continually  since  November, 
1945,  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  re-new  her  Certificate,  but  frequent 
inspections  have  been  made  to  see  that  she  kept  free  from  rats.  It  is  expected 
that  the  new  vessel,  The  Arnhem , will  soon  be  on  the  service,  when  the 
Prague  will  then  go  into  Dock  for  general  refit,  and  the  necessary  action 
will  be  taken. 

Small  infestations  of  Black  Rat  were  found  on  s.s.  Sheringham  and  s.s. 
Essex  Ferry , but  these  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  persistent  trapping. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Rodent  Officers  inspected  the  Port  during 
February,  1946,  and  reported  favourably  on  the  conditions  found.  A copy 
of  this  report  was  submitted  to  Dr.  Wilson,  Ministry  of  Health,  via  Dr. 
Hetherington. 

The  L.N.E.  Railway  Co.  employ  their  own  Rodent  Operators,  and  these 
can  be  called  in  to  deal  with  any  infestation  on  Parkeston  Quay.  But  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  do  so  during  the  year. 

The  N.A.A.F.I.  manager  on  Parkeston  Quay  asked  for  our  advice 
regarding  an  infestation  in  their  Stores.  This  was  successfully  dealt  with 
by  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  with  Red  Squills,  N.A.A.F.I.  supplying  the 
materials. 

The  following  Tables  are  appended  : — 

E.  Rats  destroyed  during  the  year  on  vessels. 

F.  Rats  destroyed  during  the  year  in  Docks,  Quays,  Warehouses,  etc. 

J.  Classification  of  Nuisances. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Foodstuffs  imported  during  the  year  consisted  of  the  following  : — 
Hook  of  Holland. 

Lettuces,  Tomatoes,  Cucumbers,  Onions,  Shallots,  Leeks,  Cauliflowers, 
Carrots,  Melons,  Grapes,  Peaches,  Pears,  Strawberries,  Aubergines,  Paprika, 
Pimentoes,  Sea- fish,  Fresh-water  fish,  Oysters. 

Antwerp. 

Grapes,  Pears,  Peaches,  Chicory. 

Danish. 

Butter,  Eggs,  Bacon,  Cheese,  Fish,  Offals,  Sausages,  Barley,  Potatoes, 
Preserves,  Cream  (Tinned). 

Train  Ferry. 

Grapes,  Pears,  Peaches,  Mandarines,  Persimmons,  Figs,  Fish,  Poultry. 
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Rotterdam. 

Similar  to  Hook  of  Holland,  also  Poultry,  Rabbits. 

During  the  year,  four  of  H.M.  ships  arrived  from  Australia,  carrying 
consignments  of  tinned  fruit,  jams  and  fats  as  gifts  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  quality  and  condition  of  the  cargoes  was  generally  found  to  be  very 
good. 

Seizures  during  the  year  numbered  2,640,  weighing  26,742  lbs.,  of  which 
the  Hook  of  Holland  numbered  151 — 1,240  lbs.,  Danish  791 — 3,648  lbs., 
Rotterdam  78 — 369  lbs.,  Antwerp  936 — 13,017  lbs.,  Train  Ferry  675 — 
8,034  lbs.,  H.M.  ships  3 — 144  lbs.,  General  Seizures  6 — 288  lbs. 

A summary  with  the  seizures  from  each  Line  is  attached,  showing  the 
nature  of  the  foodstuff  and  reasons  for  seizure. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  butter  seized  was 
forwarded  to  their  Salvage  Department  for  re-processing. 

Supervision  was  exercised  over  the  state  of  cleanliness  of  railway  trucks 
used  for  loading  the  foodstuffs,  also  the  Quay  and  various  sheds. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  forward  any  samples  of  food  for  examina- 
tion by  the  bacteriologist  or  analyst. 

No  milk  was  imported  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk) 
Regulations  1926,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925-1940. 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Port  Health  Authority. 

Our  relations  with  the  Officials  of  the  L.N.E.  Railway  Co.,  the  United 
Shipping  Co.  and  H.M.  Customs  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  under  review  Mr.  N.  Peacock  and  Mr.  O.  Griffiths,  the 
Sanitary  and  Food  Inspectors  have  carried  out  their  duties  in  an  exemplary 
manner. 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  has  been  informed  of  anything  of  interest. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  K.  LOMAS, 

Chief  Port  Sanitary  and  Food  Inspector, 

Harwich  Port  Health  Authority 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ON  VESSELS 
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GENERAL  SEIZURES. 


Nature. 

Unfit. 

Unsound. 

Total 

Seizures. 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Butter 

Ships  Stores 

1 



1 

__ 

2 — 

Pork 

Ships  Stores 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 18 

Wheatflakes 

N.A.A.F.I.  Stores 

5 

— 

5 

— 

3 6 

Porkloaf,  Tins 

N.A.A.F.I.  Stores 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 12 

Fish  Cases — 

Plaice  ) 

Found  in  L.N.E.R. 

— 

1 

1 I 

Cod  , 

Truck 

— 

1 

1 j 

i 

ZEELAND  CO.  LINE.  FLUSHING— HARWICH.  (Cargo  Service.) 


Nature. 

Number  Received. 

Number  Inspected. 

Vegetables 

39,113 

3,388 

Nil  Seizures 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  PORT  FOR 
NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER,  1945. 

The  L.N.E.R./Hook  of  Holland  Service  restarted  in  November  with 
three  sailings  each  way  weekly.  There  was  no  perishable  cargo  on  this 
Service. 

The  Danish  Service  restarted  late  in  December,  operating  a weekly 
Service  from  Esbjerg. 

Felixstowe  Dock  is  used  by  Coasters  and  Sailing  Barges  bringing  wheat 
from  London  or  Ipswich  to  Messrs.  Marriages  Flour  Mills. 

An  occasional  timber  boat  from  Sweden  docks  at  Mistley  and  this  Quay 
is  also  used  by  Sailing  Barges. 

All  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  Ports  have  been  inspected  and  coast- 
wise vessels  have  been  regularly  visited. 

Details  such  as  water  supply,  rat  infestation,  and  general  defects  were 
given  particular  attention. 

All  food  imports  were  subject  to  examination,  but  found  to  be  in  very 
good  condition.  There  were  no  seizures  under  the  Imported  Food  Regula- 
tions, 1937.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  submit  any  samples  for 
examination  by  the  Bacteriologist  or  Analyst. 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945  (November  and  December). 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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Applicable  only  to  Ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens. 
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TABLE  C. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS. 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases  during  the  year. 

No.  of  vessels 

Average  No.  of 
cases  for  previous 

5 years. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

concerned 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  D. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  during  the  year. 

No.  of  vessels 

Average  No.  of 
Cases  for  previous 

5 years. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

concerned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  E. 

(1)  RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  (on  vessels). 

NIL. 


TABLE  F. 

(2)  IN  DOCKS,  QUAYS,  WHARVES  AND  WAREHOUSES. 

NIL. 


TABLE  J. 

HYGIENE  OF  CREW  SPACES,  AND  CLASSIFICATION  OF 

NUISANCES. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel. 

Number 
inspected 
during  the 
year. 

Defects 
of  original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects  through 
wear  and 
tear. 

Dirt,  vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to 
health. 

British  . . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nations  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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